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SHORT  ACCOUNT,  &c. 


The  writings  of  Mr.  Pott  had  been  uni- 
verfally  read,  and  many  of  his  improvements 
in  the  praflice  of  forgery  had  come  into  gene- 
ral ufe,  for  feveral  years  before  his  death  : 
moft  of  his  opinions  have  already  flood  the 
teft  of  extenfive  experience ; and  it  is  hardly 
to  be  doubted,  that,  whatever  improvements 

may  hereafter  be  made  in  this  progreflive 

/ 

art,  his  works  will  be  efteemed  as  a valuable 
monument  of  genius  and  of  Ikill,  for  the 
times  in  which  the  author  lived,  to  the  lateft 
pofterity. 

A complete  edition  of  thefe  works,  accom- 
panied with  a fliort  hiftorical  account  of  the 
author,  cannot,  I think,  at  this  time  be  un- 

a 2 acceptable 
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acceptable  to  the  public.  Works  of  a fcien- 
tific  nature  are  never  known  to  be  perfeft 
while  their  author  lives,  and  their  value  is 
leffened  by  the  profpedt  of  alterations  and 
amendments,  which  he  maybe  induped,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make  in  them ; but,  inde- 
pendent of  the  late  event  which  has  put  a 
period  to  the  ufeful  labours  of  Mr.  Pott,  an 
edition  of  his  works  is  now  abfolutely  wanted* 
as  few  copies  of  them  remain  in  the  book- 
fellers’  hands. 

The  medical  world  will,  no  doubt,  be  difap- 
pointed  to  find,  that  little  new,  upon  any 
chirurgical  fubjeft,  was  difcovered  among  the 
papers  of  an  author,  whofe  pen  was  feldom 
long  unemployed ; this  was  not  the  effe£l  of 
accident,  or  of  inattention,  for  the  laft  years 
of  Mr.  Pott’s  life  were  not  lefs  induftrioufiy 
fpent  than  the  earlier  part.  Nor  was  the  fpirit 
of  inquiry  or  of  emulation  at  all  diminifhed  by 
his  advanced  age,  but  of  defign.  He  had  given 
his  friends  every  reafon  to  expedl  that  no  ma- 
nufcript  would  be  left;  and  often  cenfured, 


in 
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lu  ftrong  terms,  the  imprudence  of  authors 
leaving  imperfedt  papers  behind  them,  which 
their  relations  feldom  have  difcretion  or  difin- 
tereftednefs  enough  to  fupprefs.  My  conftant 
intercourfe  with  him,  both  on  bufinefs  and 
in  his  leifure-hours,  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  his  fentiments  on  fome  fubjedts 
which  had  occurred  lince  his  laffc  publication. 
Such  of  thefe  as  materially  affedt  the  dodtrines 
he  has  delivered,  I have  noticed  in  this  edi- 
tion, and  have  endeavoured  to  add  to  the  ge- 
neral ufefulnefs  of  the  work,  as  far  as  my 
other  engagements  would  permit,  without  de- 
taining it  too  long  from  the  prefs. 

With  regard  to  the  following  narrative,  my 
near  connexion  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Pott 
furnilhes  me  with  the  moft  authentic  inform- 
ation concerning  every  tranfadlion  of  his  life, 
which  can  in  any  way  intereft  mankind,  and 
has  probably  been  the  principal  reafon  which 
has  induced  many  of  my  friends  to  urge  me  to 
undertake  this  publication.  I am  not  infen- 
fible  that  the  author  of  thefe  volumes  deferves 
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& more  accomplifhed  biographer,  and  that  I 
can  no  further  fulfil  that  office  than  in  faith' 
fully  and  correctly  detailing  thofe  materials 
of  his  hiftory  for  which  I have  the  bell 
authority* 

Percivall  Pott  was  born  on  the  26th 
of  December  1713,  in  that  part  of  Thread- 
needle-ftreet  which  is  now  the  fite  of  the 
new  Bank-buildings.  His  father,  whofe 
Chriftian  name  was  Percivall,  married  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Houblon,  fon  of  Sir  Jacob 
Houblon  ; and,  in  1717,  left  her  again  a wi- 
dow, and  him,  their  only  fon,  with  means 
very  inadequate  to  their  fupport.  The  de- 
ferted  ftate  of  Mrs.  Pott,  joined  with  a deferv- 
ing  character,  and  many  excellent  qualities, 
could  not  fail  of  engaging  the  attention  of  her 
friends,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Wilcox,  bifhop 
of  Rochefter,  her  diftant  relation,  who  took 
her  fon  under  his  immediate  patronage.  Thus 
flie  was  enabled  to  purfue  a plan  for  his  edu- 
cation and  future  views  in  life,  which  were 
the  principal  objects  of  her  maternal  folicitude. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pott  returned  her  tender  care  with  the 
utmoft  affection.  Indeed,  fo  enthufiaftic  was 
his  love  for  his  mother,  fo  great  the  obliga- 
tions which  he  always  conceived  he  owed  to 
her,  and  fo  unimpaired  by  time  was  his  re- 
membrance of  them,  that,  to  the  laft,  he 
never  mentioned  her,  but  in  terms  expreffive 
of  fenfibility  and  gratitude. 

When  feven  years  old,  he  was  fent  to  a 
private  fchool,  at  Darne  in  Kent,  where  the 
inftru&ions,  though  very  confined,  were,  to 
a mind  of  his  quick  conception,  fufficient  to 
form  an  early  tafte  for  claffical  knowledge ; 
which,  by  his  own  afiiduity,  without  further 
afliftance,  was  afterwards  improved  to  critical 
accuracy. 

Mr.  Pott  fhewed,  very  early,  a ftrong 
propenfity  to  the  profeffiou  of  furgery.  Some 
of  his  beft  friends  recommended  the  church, 
in  which  he  had  no  inconfiderable  profpedts 
of  preferment ; but  neither  advice  nor  per- 
fuafion  could  alter  his  fixed  determination. 
He  was  accordingly,  in  1729,  bound  an  ap- 
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prentice  to  Mr.  Nourfe,  one  of  the  furgeons 
of  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  he  had  great  opportunities  of  improve- 
ment, particularly  with  regard  to  anatomy, 
which  was  at  that  time  little  cultivated  in 
London.  Mr.  Nourfe  was  one  of  the  few 
who  then  gave  anatomical  le&ures ; his  fchool 
was  at  London-houfe,  in  Alderfgate-ftreet ; 
and  Mr.  Pott  was  employed  in  preparing  the 
fubje£ts  for  demonftration,  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  accurate  acquaintance  with 
that  fcience,  the  bafis  of  chirurgic  knowledge. 
In  the  hofpital  he  found  unlimited  opportuni- 
ties of  fludying  the  nature  and  progrefs  of 
difeafes,  and  of  obferving  practical  furgery. 

At  that  time  the  art  was  miferably  defec- 
tive ; the  inftruments  were  clumfy,  and  un- 
manageable ; the  operations  unfcientific,  and 
unneceffarily  painful ; the  eltablifhed  mode  of 
practice  incumbered  with  a farrago  of  ufelefs 
medicines  and  applications,  tended  rather  to 
miflead  than  direct  the  inquirer ; prefcription 
too  frequently  held  the  place  of  reafon ; 

want 
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want  of  real  knowledge  was  concealed  under 
a pompous  garb  and  fpecious  demeanour. 
Though  labouring  under  thefe  difad  vantages, 
his  intuitive  genius  foon  led  him  to  difcrimi- 
nate  between  right  and  wrong,  taught  what 
to  adopt,  what  to  reject ; and  enabled  him  af- 
terwards to  break  through  the  trammels  of 
prejudice  and  cuftom.  During  his  appren- 
ticefhip,  his  natural  vivacity  did  not  prevent 
the  application  of  a very  confiderable  portion 
of  his  time  to  the  ftudy  of  authors  in  every 
branch  of  furgery:  very  early  in  life,  he 
adopted  Lord  Bacon’s  advice  to  a ftudent,  to 
confider  one  part  and  one  difeafe  at  a time,  and 
to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that 
before  he  undertook  another;  on  that  plan,  he 
never  quitted  the  immediate  object  of  his  in- 
quiry, till  he  had  traced  it  to  every  fource  of 
information. 

Mr.  Pott  always  profeffed  great  value  and 
refpeft  for  the  early  writers  on  the  art,  and 
perufed  their  voluminous  works  with  great 
diligence  and  fagacity.  He  frequently  ob- 

ferved. 
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fierved,  that  though  no  'great  advantage  could 
be  derived  from  them  in  the  praftical  part,  yet 
whoever  ftudied  them  would  be  amply  repaid, 
by  their  accurate  defcription  of  difeafes,  which 
they  pourtrayed  from  nature.  But  his  reading 
was  not  confined  to  profeflional  books  ; it  was 
various  and  extenfive ; and  I think  I may  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  his  memory  never  fuffered 
any  thing  to  efcape  which  he  had  once  thought 
worthy  a place  in  his  mind. 

In  1736,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age,  hav- 
ing finifhed  his  apprenticeflfip,  he  imme- 
diately applied  himfelf  to  bufinefs.  Confident 
in  the  fair  profpe&s  of  induftry,  he  hired  a 
houfe,  of  confiderable  rent,  in  Fenchurch- 
llreet,  and  took  with  him  his  mother,  and  her 
daughter  by  the  firft  hufband.  Such  a young 
man  could  not  long  remain  unnoticed : the 
affiftance  which  is  given  at  the  entrance  into 
life,  is  moft  valuable  and  moft  difinterefted  ; 
of  this  Mr.  Pott  was  perfedtly  fenfible,  and 
always  acknowledged  with  gratitude  the  obli- 
gations which  he  owed  to  the  foftering  fa- 
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vourers  of  his  youth.  tAs  the  brilliancy  of  his 
talents  brought  his  converfation  into  much 
requeft,  his  connexions  were  foon  univerfally 
extended.  Befides  the  families  to  which  his 
profeflion  introduced  him,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  mo  ft  of  his  cotemporaries  of 
riling  and  eminent  abilities  in  every  profeflion. 

The  early  friendftiips  which  he  formed  were 

• * 

permanent ; and  it  may  truly  be  aflerted,  that 
few  men  have  acquired  and  retained  through 
life  more  firm  or  more  refpe£table  friends. 

In  1744-5,  he  was  elected  an  afliftant-fur- 
geon,  and  in  1 749  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  principal  furgeons  of  St.  Bartholomew’s 
hofpital.  He  had  now  before  him  fufficient 
fcope  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  abilities  by  which 
mankind  have  fince  been  fo  much  benefited. 
The  ftate  of  furgery  was  ftill  very  imperfect ; 
notwithftanding  fome  fenfible  and  ingenious 
men,  both  in  this  country  and  in  France,  had 
publifhed  obfervations  which  had  enlightened 
and  improved  it,  ftill  the  maxim,  44  Dolor 
44  medecina  doloris,”  remained  unrefuted; 

the 
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the  fevere  treatment  of  the  old  fchool,  in  the 
operative  part  and  in  the  applications,  conti- 
nued in  force  ; the  firft  principles  of  furgery, 
the  natural  procefs  and  powers  of  healing 
were  either  not  underftood  or  not  attended  to; 
painful  and  efcharotic  drefiings  were  conti- 
nually employed,  and  the  actual  cautery  was 
in  fuch  frequent  ufe,  that,  at  the  times  when 
the  furgeons  vifited  the  hofpital,  it  was  regu- 
larly heated  and  prepared  as  a part  of  the  ne- 
ceflary  apparatus.  In  the  works  of  feveral 
authors,  who  flourifhed  in  the  early  part  of 
our  author’s  life,  we  have  contrivances  for 
improving  thele  dreadful  inftruments.  Mr. 
Pott’s  tutor  rigidly  adhered  to  the  eflablilhed 
pra&ice,  and  treated  with  fupercilious  con- 
tempt the  endeavours  of  his  pupil  to  recom- 
mend a milder  fyftem.  But  the  dictates  of 
truth  foon  found  a welcome  reception  with 
the  profeffion,  and  with  the  world  in  gene- 
ral. Mr.  Pott  lived  to  fee  thefe  remains  of 
barbarifm  fet  afide,  and  a more  humane  and 

rational  plan,  of  which  he  was  the  chief  au- 
thor, 
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thor,  univerfally  adopted.  Surgery  being 
thus  diverted  of  great  part  of  its  horrors,  be- 
came, comparatively,  a pleafing  ftudy;  for, 
except  on  thofe  unfortunate  occafions,  when 
the  humane  feelings  of  the  praftitioner  muft 
fuffer,  from  the  unavoidable  neceflity  of  giv- 
ing pain,  the  aim  and  end  of  the  healing  art 
are  furely  pleafing.  To  poflefs  the  power  as 
well  as  the  inclination  to  relieve  diftrefs,  to 
foften  anguirti,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  break 

i 

the  force  of  thofe  accidents  and  misfortunes,  to 
which  mankind  are  always  liable,  muft  afford, 
to  every  feeling  mind,  the  greateft  and  moft 
fincere  pleafure  which  it  is  capable  of  enjoying. 

Mr.  Pott’s  affection  for  his  mother  pre- 
vented him  from  forming  any  attachment 
during  her  life,  which  might  feparate  him 
from  her.  In  1746,  being,  to  his  forrow, 
releafed  from  this  filial  engagement,  he  re- 
moved to  Bow-lane,  and  married  the  daughter 
of  Robert  Cruttenden,  Efq. ; a lady  of  whom 
every  thing  commendable  might  juftly  be 

laid. 
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laid,  and  who,  in  mental  and  perfonal  accom- 
plifhments,  was  formed  to  be  his  companion, 

• t 

In  the  year  1 756,  an  accident  befell  Mr. 
Pott;  which,  though  of  little  confequence  in 
itfelf,  yet,  as  it  difplays  the  vigour  and  firm- 
nefs  of  his  mind,  and  feems  to  have  had  con- 
siderable influence  on  his  future  life,  deferves 
to  be  recorded  in  this  place As  he  was 
riding,  in  Kent-ftreet,  Southwark,  he  was 
thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  fuffered  a com- 
pound fradlure  of  the  leg,  the  bone  being 
forced  through  the  integuments.  Confcious 
of  the  dangers  attendant  on  fractures  of  this 
nature,  and  thoroughly  aware  how  much  they 
may  be  increafed  by  rough  treatment,  or  im- 
proper pofition,  he  would  not  fufFer  himfelf 
to  be  moved  until  he  had  made  the  neceflary 
difpofitions.  He  fent  to  Weftminfter,  then 
the  neareft  place,  for  two  chairmen,  to  bring 
their  poles ; and  patiently  lay  on  the  cold 
pavement,  it  being  the  middle  of  January,  till 

they  arrived.  In  this  fituation  he  purchafed 
7 a door. 
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a door,  to  which  he  made  them  nail  their 
poles.  When  all  was  ready,  he  caufed  him- 
felf  to  be  laid  on  it,  and  was  carried  through 
Southwark,  over  London-bridge,  to  Wat- 
ling-ftreet,  near  St.  Paul’s,  where  he  had 
lived  for  fome  time — A tremendous  diftance 
in  fuch  a ftate ! I cannot  forbear  remarking, 
that  on  fuch  occafions  a coach  is  too  frequently 
employed,  the  jolting  motion  of  which,  with 
the  unavoidable  aukwardnefs  of  pofition,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  in  and  out,  caufe  a 
great,  and  often  a fatal  aggravation  of  the 
mifchief.  At  a confutation  of  furgeons,  the 
cafe  was  thought  fo  defperate  as  to  require 
immediate  amputation.  Mr.  Pott,  convinced 
that  no  one  could  be  a proper  judge  in  his  own 
cafe,  fubmitted  to  their  opinion ; and  the  in- 
ftruments  were  actually  got  ready,  when  Mr. 
Nourfe,  who  had  been  prevented  from  com- 
ing fooner,  fortunately  entered  the  room. 
After  examining  the  limb,  he  conceived  there 
was  a poffibility  of  preferving  it;  an  attempt 
to  fave  it  was  acquiefced  in,  and  fucceeded. 

This 
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This  -cafe,  which  Mr.  Pott  fometimes  re* 
ferred  to,  was  a ftrong  inftance  of  the  great 
advantage  of  preventing  the  infinuation  of  air 
into  the  wound  of  a compound  frafture ; and 
it  probably  would  not  have  ended  fo  happily, 
if  the  bone  had  not  made  its  exit,  or  external 
opening,  at  a diftance  from  the  frafture ; fo 
that,  when  it  was  returned  into  the  proper 
place,  a fort  of  valve  was  formed,  which  ex- 
cluded air.  Thus  no  bad  fymptom  enfued, 
but  the  wound  healed,  in  fome  meafure,  by 
the  firft  intention. — The  appearance  of  Mr. 
Pott  as  an  author  was  an  immediate  effect  of 
this  accident  \ During  the  leifure  of  his  ne^ 
ceifary  confinement,  he  planned,  and  partly 
executed  his  treatife  upon  ruptures,  which 
was  completed  by  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 
Tt  was  then  not  an  early  period  of  his  life  ? 

a I do  not  find  that  Mr.  Pott  had  written  any  thing  previous 
to  this,  except  the  relation  of  a curious  cafe  of  tumors,  by 
which  the  bones  were  foftened.  This  was  prefented  to  the 
Royal  Society  foon  after  he  began  bufinefs,  and  may  be  found 
in  the  2d  part  of  the  41ft  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
aftions.  •, 
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and  it  is  poffible,  that  the  bufy  fcene  in  which 
he  had  hitherto  been  engaged,  might  have 
occupied  his  mind  much  longer.  As  he  had 
been  thus  led  on  to  the  age  of  forty-three,  it 
is  by  no  means  impofiible  that,  without  fome 
powerful  check  to  the  train  of  his  pur fu its, 
he  might  never  have  difcovered  in  himfelf 
thole  fuperior  powers  of  fcientifical  difquifi- 
tion,  that  corredt  tafte  and  mafterly  command 
of  language,  which  have  placed  him  in  the 
firfl:  rank  of  medical  writers.  Engaged,  from 

C>  O 7 

early  youth,  in  the  conftant  tranfa&ion  of 
bulinefs,  he  probably  till  this  period  had  in- 
dulged but  little  in  the  pleafures  of  fpeculative 
inveftigation,  but  was  never  afterwards  long 
unemployed  in  fome  literary  work.  Indeed, 
the  flattering  reception  of  his  publications, 
and  the  gratification  of  communicating  to  the 
world  fcientifical  improvements,  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  confirm  a mind,  lefs  ambi- 
tious of  fame  than  his,  in  the  habits  of  an 
author. 


b 
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In  1 757  he  wrote  an  account  of  the  Her- 
nia Congenita,  a complaint  not  then  well  un- 
derftood.  Dr.  William  Hunter,  the  cele- 
brated anatomift,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
fame  purfuit,  inferted  a paper  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  claiming  a priority  in  the  dif- 
covery.  But  I do  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  a dilpute  which,  though  at  that 
time  it  caught  the  attention  of  the  medical 
world,  is  now  nearly  forgotten.  Mr.  Pott’s 
reply  was  inferted  in  the  lecond  edition  of 
his  treatife  on  ruptures,  and  is  written  with 
elegance  and  urbanity. 

His  obfervations  on  the  diforder  of  the  cor- 
ner of  the  eye,  commonly  called  Fiftula  La- 
chrymalis,  appeared  in  1758.  This  fenfible, 
well  written  performance  on  a complaint 
which  frequently  occurs,  has,  both  in  mat- 
ter and  manner,  confiderable  merit.  In  it  he 
explains  the  lituation,  delcribes  the  various 
appearances  of  the  dileale,  and  limphfies  the 
method  of  cure : his  arguments  were  the 

principal 
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principal  caufe  of  difcontinuing  the  operation 
by  the  a £lual  cautery,  which  was  p raft i fed 
and  recommended  by  Mr.  Chefielden,  who 
flourifhed  in  the  early  part  of  our  author’s 
life. 

In  1760  was  produced  his  elaborate  per- 
formance on  the  nature  and  confequences  of 
wounds  and  contulions  of  the  head,  fractures 
of  the  fcull,  concuffions  of  the  brain,  &c.  in 
which,  with  a perfpicuity  till  then  unknown, 
he  feparates  and  arranges  the  fymptoms  of 
each  particular  fpecies  of  injury,  unfolds  the 
caufes  and  fituation  of  mifehief,  and  points 
out  the  moft  probable  means  of  relief. 

I11  1 7 62  he  publifhed  Practical  Remarks 
on  the  Hydrocele,  and  fome  other  difeafes  of 
the  teftis,  its  coats  and  veffels,  illuftrated 
with  cafes  ; being  a fupplement  to  his  gene- 
ral Treatife  on  Ruptures* 

In  1764  he  had  the  honour  to  be  elefted 
a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society;  at  the  fame 
time,  he  prefented  them  with  a curious  and 
Uncommon  cafe  of  a hernia  of  the  urinary 

b 2 bladder. 


( xx  ) 

bladder,  including  a ftone,  which  is  inferted 
in  the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions,  Vol.  LIV. 

As  the  activity  of  Mr.  Pott’s  mind  was 
equal  to  his  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  the 
art,  whatever  fubjeCt  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  leaft  conhdered,  or  mold  defectively 
treated  by  others,  immediately  became  the 
object  of  his  refearches,  and  engaged  his  par- 
ticular attention.  The  Fiftula  in  Anonext  at- 
tracted his  notice.  The  nature  of  this  complaint 
had  been  much  miftaken,  and  the  operations  for 
its  relief  were  consequently  injudicious,  hor- 
ridly levere,  and  deltruCtive  of  the  parts  they 
were  intended  to  relieve.  In  1765  he  pub- 
lifhed  a treatife  on  this  fubjeCt.  His  method 
of  reafoning  on  it  is  clear,  ingenious,  and 
conclufive;  but  they  only  can  be  judges  of 
this  ineftimabie  work  who  have  compared 
the  fimple  operation  which  it  recommends 
with  thofe  ufually  praCtifed  in  fimilar  cafes  in 
this  kingdom,  until  the  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Pott’s  life,  and  even  at  the  prefent  time  in 
other  countries. 


The 
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The  obfervations  and  inftruCtions  which 

t 

thus  flowed  from  his  ready  pen,  were  enforced 
by  his  practice,  and  illuftrated  by  oral  com- 
munication ; and  he  was  happy  to  embrace 
every  opportunity  which  his  fituation  gave 
him,  of  conveying  the  information  he  had 
collected  to  thofe  who  had  not  the  fame 
means  of  acquiring  it. 

The  humane  and  benevolent  difpofition  of 
the  people  of  this  country  is  eminently  dis- 
played in  the  many  charitable  inftitutions 
which  abound  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
the  poor,  and  in  the  ample  Support  of  them. 
The  beneficial  influence  of  hofpitals  is  not 
Shut  up  within  their  walls,  nor  confined  to 
the  objeCts  who  are  there  relieved  ; the  bl elf- 
in es  which  are  there  distributed  revert  to  theii 

O / 

opulent  and  noble  Supporters,  and  are  ex- 
tended to  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  by 
the  improvements  which  the  medical  art  re- 
ceives from  the  Students  who  frequent  them. 
In  a large  hofpital  there  muft  be  opportunities 
of  feeing  the  greateft  poffible  variety  of  dif- 

b 3 eafes, 
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cafes,  fuch  as  are  either  produced  or  increafed 
by  negligence  and  intemperance,  added  to 
thofe  which  are  met  with  among  the  more 
prudent  and  better  informed  part  of  mankind. 
In  fhort,  all  the  multiform  deviations  from 
health  and  natural  perfeftion  are  there,  as  in 
one  large  volume,  colledted  and  difplayed. 
Of  the  advantages  arifing  from  fuch  a collec- 
tion, no  perfon  could  be  more  fenfible  than 
Mr.  Pott;  but  he  alfo  judicioully  remarked, 
that  young  men  often  flood  in  need  of  an  in- 
dex to  point  out  to  them  the  proper  objects 
for  their  attention  and  inquiry.  To  fupply 

the  deficiency,  about  this  time  he  inftituted  a 

*• 

courfe  of  lectures,  the  firft  of  which  was 
given  at  his  houfe  in  Watling-ftreet.  He  had 
not  then  digefted  and  arranged  his  ideas,  but 
fpoke,  as  I well  remember,  with  hefitation 
and  referve  : yet  even  thefe  his  firft  effays 
bore  ftrong  marks  of  his  comprehenfive  and 
penetrative  mind.  In  a few  courles  he  over- 
came all  obftacles,  and  communicated  his 

thoughts  with  eloquence  and  eaie.  He  was 
r not 
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not  fatisfied  with  following  any  fyftem  which 
had  been  laid  down  by  others,  as  he  thought 
they  in  general  dwelt  too  much  on  the  oper- 
ative part,  which,  though  very  important,  is 
by  no  means  the  moft  difficult  part  of  fur- 
gery,  nor  the  moll  worthy  of  attention.  The 
means  of  preventing  the  neceffity  of  oper- 
ations, he  oblerved,  fhould  be  the  firft  conli- 
deration  ; he  therefore  formed  a plan  of  his 
own,  the  beft,  perhaps,  which  could  be  de- 
vifed.  He  began  with  fuch  general  diforders 

o o 

as  may  affedt  any  part  of  the  human  frame, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  confider  the  dif- 
eaies  of  each  part  diftindtly,  beginning  with 
the  head,  and  defcending  to  the  inferior 
members.  He  took  great  pains  on  every 
point ; and,  having  the  art  of  being  minute 
without  tedioufnefs,  demonftrated  it  with 
clearnefs  and  precifon.  His  manner  gave 
importance  to  every  fubjeft,  and  imprefled 
his  audience  with  the  idea,  that  the  art  which 
he  taught  was  worthy  of  their  higheft  ambi- 

b 4 tion. 
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tion.  He  not  only  explained  the  beft  modern 
pradtice  with  his  own  obfervations,  but  ren- 
dered the  ledture  ftill  more  curious  and  inter- 
e fling,  by  a review  of  the  pradtice  of  the  an- 
cients, and  of  the  gradual  progrefs  of  im- 
provement which  had  taken  place.  This  his 
extenfive  perufal  of  authors  of  all  ages  had 
made  eafy  to  him  ; for  there  was  no  time  of 
his  life  when  he  thought  fo  highly  of  himfelf 
as  to  imagine  that  he  could  receive  no  light 
from  books.  He  often  faid,  he  began  to 
teach  when  he  had  much  to  learn  ; and,  as 
he  was  not  adtuated  by  that  opinionative  wif- 
dom  which  fometimes  attends  advanced  life, 
after  all  his  ftudy  and  experience  he  confefled, 
that  he  ftill  retained  a long  lift  of  inquirenda. 
His  lectures  were  conftantly  attended  by  a 
numerous  fucceftion  of  pupils,  and  have  been 
the  means  of  very  extenfively  difi'eminating 
much  ufeful  knowledge. 

In  1768  he  produced  a new  edition  of  his 

book  on  the  Injuries  to  which  the  Head  is 

liable 
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liable  from  External  Violence,  accompanied 
with  what  is  entitled  A Few  General  Re- 
marks, but  which  is  really  a complete  fyftem 
on  fradtures  and  diflocations.  This,  I have 
been  informed,  he  began  and  completed  in  a 
fortnight.  The  novelty  of  the  dodtrine  con- 
tained in  this  treatife  relates  principally  to  the 
pofition  of  the  injured  limb.  On  its  publica- 
tion it  met  with  fome  oppofition,  but  has  now 
iubdued  the  fir  ft  prejudices;  and  I believe  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  is  become  almoft  the  uni- 
verfal  pradtice. 

The  frequent  avocations  of  Mr.  Pott  to- 
wards the  weft  end  of  the  town,  where  the 
buildings  had  prodigioufly  increafed  lince  he 
began  life,  making  a more  central  fituation 
neceflary,  in  1769  he  purchafed  a houfe 
near  Lincoln’s-inn  Fields,  and  relided  in  it 
feven  years,  during  which  time  his  pen  was 
not  inadtive.  The  hydrocele  again  employed 
his  thoughts.  In  1772  he  fent  to  the  prefs 
his  improved  method  of  paffing  the  feton, 
fo  as  not  to  rub  or  injure  the  gland  in  its 
paflage. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Pott  took  great  pains  with  this  fub-. 
je£t,  and  never  was  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
what  he  had  done  in  it.  Various  other  me- 
thods have  been  employed  for  the  cure  of 
this  complaint,  and  practitioners  are  ftill 
divided  between  them.  I muft  confefs  that 
the  curative  intention  does  not  feem  well  an- 
fwered  by  either  of  them;  they  all  appear  to 
me  to  raife  more  inflammation,  and  to  derange 
the  economy  of  thole  tender  and  fenflble  parts 
more  than  is  neceflary.  Hiavepropofed  another, 
which  anfwers  the  purpofe  in  a milder  and 
better  manner  than  any  I have  yet  feen ; and 
I feel  a fatisfa&ion  in  laying,  that  it  met  with 
Mr.  Pott’s  approbation.  One  of  our  laid  com 
verfations  was  on  this  fubjeCl ; and,  if  his 
life  had  been  prolonged,  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  praCtifed  it b. 

In  1775  he  publifhed  Chirurgical  Obferv- 
ations  relative  to  the  cataraCt,  the  polypus  ot 
the  nofe,  the  cancer  of  the  fcrotum,  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  ruptures,  and  the  mortifi- 


* Vide  Vol.  III. 
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cation  of  the  toes  and  feet,  which  were  va- 
luable additions  to  his  former  publications, 
and  were  marked  with  that  fpirit  of  obferv- 
ation,  perfpicuity  of  reafoning,  and  candour 
in  difcufling  controverted  points,  which  dif- 
tinguifh  his  other  productions. 

In  1777  he  removed  to  Hanover-fquare. 
Here,  at  an  age  when  mold  men  begin  to 
think  of  eafe  and  retirement,  his  aCtive  mind 
led  him  into  a fcene  more  bufy  and  extenfive 
than  ever.  Sir  Caefar  Hawkins,  who  had 
long  been  employed  in  many  of  the  fil'd:  fa- 
milies, retired  from  London,  which  made  no 
inconfiderable  addition  to  Mr.  Pott’s  former 
connexions.  But,  though  engaged  in  bufinefs 
by  day,  and  occupied  at  home  in  the  evening, 
in  anlwering  letters  addrefifed  to  him  from  all 
parts  of  Europe,  I might  fay  of  the  world, 
having  feen.  letters  in  which  he  was  confulted 
on  cafes  from  Ruflia,  Turkey,  and  India,  as 
well  as  from  our  neighbouring  kingdoms,  he 
contrived  to  find  time  to  add  to  his  former 
works  a treatife  on  the  neceflity  of  amputa- 
tion 
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tion  in  certain  cafes,  in  which  he  argues 
ftrongly  in  favour  of  truth  and  humanity,  and 
clearly  proves  the  reftitude  of  the  principles 
which  he  has  laid  down.  This  feems  prin- 
cipally to  have  been  written  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Bilguer,  furgeon  to  the  army  of  the  late  king 
of  Pruftia,  who  had  publifhed  again  ft  the 
neceflity  of  amputating  in  almoft  any  cafe. 
The  title  of  his  book  is  “ De  Membrorum 
46  Amputatione  rariflime  adminiftranda,  aut 
44  quafi  abroganda;”  and  alfo,  in  reply  to  his 
commentator,  Mr.  Tiffot,  who  wrote  a trea- 
tife,  46  Sur  Tinutilite  de  l’amputation  des 
46  Membres,”  in  which  he  goes  even  beyond 
his  original,  and  abfolutely  fets  afide  the  oper- 
ation as  ufelefs  ; he  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  moft 
opprobrious  terms ; he  is  fhocked  at  the  hor- 
ror of  it ; exhorts  furgeons  to  abandon  the 
murderous  and  cruel  method  of  amputation, 
with  many  other  expreffions  equally  mifap- 
plied.  Such  futile  and  abfurd  imputations 
can  never  confute  what  reafon  and  experience 

have  joined  to  demonftrate,  that  many  lives 

have 
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have  been  faved  by  the  operation,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  infallibly  loft. 
However,  as  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  doc- 
trine which  thefe  gentlemen  have  promul- 
gated arofe  from  humane  motives,  and  upon 
a convi&ion  that  it  is  well  founded,  we  muft 
at  leaft  applaud  their  intention,  though  we 
cannot  approve  their  judgment.  But  if  it 
were  poftible  that  any  man  could  be  found 
capable  of  writing  in  defence  and  fupport  of 
the  unfeeling  doctrine,  that  mutilated  men, 
are  a burthen  to  the  ftate,  fuch  a work  would 
deferve  to  be  reprobated,  and  the  author’s 
name  to  be  conligned  to  the  deteftation  of 
pofterity. 

In  1779  Mr.  Pott  publiftied  his  Remarks 
on  that  kind  of  palfy  of  the  limbs  which  is 
frequently  found  to  accompany  a particular 
curvature  of  the  fpine.  He  introduced  his 
firft  treatife  on  this  fubje£t  with  doubts  and 
furmifes,  having  juft  drawn  the  outline;  but, 
finding  his  opinion  confirmed  by  experience, 
he  with  confidence  produced  his  further  re* 
marks  on  this  difeafe,  in  1783,  in  which  he 


gives 
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gives  a complete  defcription  of  the  complaint* 
fo  little  underftood  before,  that  thofe  who 
fuffered  under  it  were  configned  to  their  fate, 
which  ufually  led  to  inadtivity,  deformity,  and 
death.  In  this  valuable  tradt  he  lays  down  a 
very  accurate  difcrimination  of  this  from  every 
other  fpecies  of  paralyfis,  and  propofes  a new 
and  moft  efficacious  method  of  flopping  its 
progrefs,  and  curing  it. 

This  was  the  laft  of  his  literary  produc- 
tions : the  mode  of  cure  which  he  recom- 
mends in  it  he  afterwards  applied  to  difeafes 
of  the  hip-joint,  with  confiderable  faccefs. 
If  his  life  had  fortunately  been  prolonged,  it 
was  his  intention  to  publifh  his  opinions  on 
this  fubjedt.  At  the  fame  time,  I have  great 
reafon  to  think  he  would  have  added  an  ac- 
count of  thofe  very  painful  excfefce nces  which 
are  frequently  the  confequence  of  long-ne- 
gledted  piles.  He  had  been  remarkably  fuc- 
cefsfulinthe  treatment  of  this  afflidting  com- 
plaint, and  thought  the  difeafe  itfelf  not  fuffi- 
ciently  underftood,  nor  the  mode  by  which 

he  fucceeded  commonly  pradtifed  ; but,  as  it 

was 
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was  not  his  cuftom  to  begin  to  write  on  aily 
fubjedt  till  he  was  prepared  to  finifh  it,  it  is 
to  be  lamented  that  his  ideas  on  thefe  and 
fome  other  important  points  were  not  com- 
mitted to  paper.  As  Mr.  Pott  conceived  thefe 
fubjedts  to  be  of  fo  much  importance,  I can- 
not pafs  them  over  in  iilence,  though  I much 
regret  that  they  have  not  been  laid  before  the 
public  in  his  comprehenfive  manner0. 

The  time  now  began  to  approach  when 
Mr.  Pott  may  be  faid  to  have  attained  the 
fummit  of  that  eminence  which  he  owed  to 
himfelf  alone.  Though  unadorned  with  any 
honorary  diftindtion  in  the  profeffion,  he  was 
fought  after  and  employed  by  perfons  in  the 
fir  ft  degree  of  rank  and  power;  and  though 
he  folicited  neither  honours  nor  favours  for 
himfelf,  he  often  fuccefsfully  employed  his 
influence  on  behalf  of  others.  He  was  uni- 
verfally  confulted;  practitioners  referred  to 
him  in  cafes  of  uncommon  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, as  their  laft  refource  ; his  extenfive  ex- 
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perience,  and  his  ready  application  of  it,  ren- 
dered that  eafy  to  him,  which,  to  moft  other 
men,  would  have  been  a painful  pre-emi- 
nence. 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edin- 
burgh were  not  inattentive  to  his  deferts. 
In  1786  he  received  a diploma,  accompanied 
by  a letter  expreffive  of  the  fenfe  they  enter- 
tained of  them:  the  value  of  the  honour  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  his  being  the  firft  perfon 
on  whom  they  had  thought  proper  to  be- 
ftow  it* 

(COPY.) 

44  SIR,  Edinburgh , Aug.  1,  1786. 

4 4 It  is  with  peculiar  pleafure  I obey  the  commands  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  acquainting  you,  that  they  have 
this  day  unanimoufly  elected  you  an  Honorary  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  a compliment  which 
they  think  your  very  didinguilhed  merit  juftly  entitled  to. 

€C  May  I add,  as  an  additional  mark  of  the  College’s  refped, 

that  you  are  the  firft  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty  they  have 

% 

thought  proper  to  bellow  the  honour  on. 

44  I have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

44  THOMAS  HAY,  Prefident.” 


Ill 
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In  the  following  year  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland  prefented  him  with  their 
freedom,  in  a filver  box. 

In  July  1 78 7 he  refigned  the  office  of  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  after  hav- 
ing ferved  it,  as  he  ufed  to  fay,  man  and  boy, 
half  a century.  On  the  day  of  his  refignation, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  governors  was  held, 
and  they  dined  in  the  great  room  of  the  hof- 


(COPY.) 

HONORARY  DIPLOMA. 

Voted  to  Percivall  Pott,  Efq.  Sept,  qth,  1787,  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

Whereas  it  has  appeared  to  us*  in  full  College  duly  aflem- 
bled,  that  Percivall  Pott,  Efq.  has  eminently  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  in  the  fcience  of  furgery ; now,  we  being  defirous  to 
manifelt  our  approbation  of  confpicuous  merit,  doj  by  virtue  of 
the  powers  veiled  in  us  by  his  majelly’s  royal  charter,  by  thefe 
prefents,  eledl,  conllitute,  and  appoint,  the  faid  P.  Pott  an 
honorary  member  of  this  college,  with  all  the  privileges,  dig- 
nities,  and  immunities  thereunto  annexed. 

(Signed) 

J.  WHITE  WAY,  Preiident, 

C pital ; 
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pital ; when  he  was  about  to  retire,  the  Right 
Honourable  Thomas  Harley,  prefident,  pro- 
pofed  a health  to  Air.  Pott,  with  many  thanks 
for  his  long,  able,  and  faithful  fervices  to 
that  houfe  ; which  was  received  with  reiter- 
ated burfls  of  applaufe.  Air.  Pott’s  ufual 
readinefs  forfook  him  on  this  trying  occafion  : 
after  repeatedly  rifing  to  thank  the  aflembly 
for  the  compliment  they  had  paid  him,  he 

i 

felt  himfelf  obliged  to  fit  down  in  filence. 
His  refolution  and  prefence  of  mind,  though 
not  eafily  overcome,  were  not  proof  againft 
the  powerful  emotions  excited  by  this  public 
and  unexpected  teftimony  of  his  having  aCted 
well,  and  filled  an  important  ftation  to  the 
advantage  of  mankind. 

It  is  poflible  that  fome  of  the  great  eft  bleff- 
ings  we  enjoy  may,  by  a fortuitous  concaten- 
ation of  events,  tend  to  fhorten  their  own 
exiflence.  Thus  it  feemed  in  the  cafe  of  Air. 
Pott,  whofe  remarkable  temperance  had  en- 
fured  him  fo  long  a continuance  of  health  and 
{pints,  that  he  was  deceived  in  himfelf.  Had 

he 
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he  been  fubjeft  to  fome  of  the  infirmities 
which  ufually  attend  people  of  his  age,  as  he 
muft  neceflarily  have  paid  more  attention  to 
his  general  health,  his  days  might  poflibly 
have  been  prolonged.  Though  he  was  free 
from  any  particular  complaint,  and  his  con- 
ftitution  was  found,  ftill  it  fuftained  the 
weight  of  more  than  threefcore  years  and 
ten  ; to  this  his  mind,  bufy  and  chearful 
as  ever,  would  not  permit  him  to  advert.  It 
is  painful  to  relate,  that,  in  the  full  poffefiion 
of  his  faculties,  with  a frame  of  body  appa- 
rently calculated  to  lafl  much  longer,  he  fell 
a facrifice  to  his  own  adtive  dilpofition,  and 
inattention  to  the  firft  attack  of  his  diforder. 

On  Thurfday,  nth  December  1788,  he 
went,  in  very  fevere  weather,  to  vifit  a pa- 
tient about  twenty  miles  from  London ; 
when  he  returned,  he  complained  that  he 
had  caught  cold.  The  next  day  he  lay  in 
bed,  a circumftance  very  uncommon  to  him  ; 
the  following  day,  thinking  himfelf  better, 
he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  regimen  which 
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had  been  recommended,  but  went  out  as 
ufual ; the  day  after  (Sunday,  the  14th)  the 

1 

cold  was  remarkably  intenfe,  and  it  being 
neceffary  to  repeat  the  vifit  in  the  country,  I 
was  happy  to  fave  him  fo  inclement  a jour- 
ney; but,  at  my  return,  was  informed  that 
he  had  been  a round  of  vifit s in  town,  and 
was  juft  got  home,  perceiving  himfelf  unable 
to  complete  his  lift,  A fhivering  foon  feized 
him,  and  he  went  to  bed  ; a fever  fucceeded, 
and  before  night  he  grew  delirious.  He  pafled 
great  part  of  the  night  in  this  ftate  : the  next 
morning,  on  my  afking  how  he  found  him- 
felf, after  a fhort  apparent  ftruggle  for  recol- 
lection, the  words  of  his  anfwer  precifely 
were;  66  My  mind  has  great  propenfity  to 
46  aberration;  and  I find  myfelf  much  in- 
c‘  dined  to  talk  nonfenfe,  unlefs  I ftudioufly 
“ colleCt  my  thoughts,  and  fix  them.” — 
Through  the  whole  of  his  illnefs,  during 
the  intervals  of  reafon,  his  obfervations  on 
many  fubjeCls  were  remarkably  fenfible  and 
pointed ; and  he  feemed  particularly  attentive 
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to  corre&nefs  in  his  language.  The  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  feat  of  the  pain  he  felt  was  anato- 
mically exaCt.  He  did  not  appear  to  doubt  of 
his  recovery  during  feveral  days,  though  the 
fever  continued,  with  unremitting  violence,  in 
oppofition  to  the  beft  medical  affiftance,  being 
attended,  with  the  moft  affectionate  affiduity, 
by  Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Millman,  and  Dr. 
Auftin.  His  head  became  rather  more  clear 
as  the  diforder  advanced,  and  he  feemed 
more  fenfible  of  his  danger ; on  the  feventh 
day  he  obferved,  4 4 My  lamp  is  almoft  extin- 
44  guifhed;  I hope  it  has  burned  for  the  bene- 
44  fit  of  others.”  On  the  following  day,  the 
2 2d  of  December,  he  expired. 

His  remains  were  attended  by  many  of  his 
relations  and  friends  to  Aldermary  church  in 
Bow-lane,  where  they  were  depofited  near 
thofe  of  his  beloved  mother. 

On  a marble  tablet  affixed  to  the  wall  is 
the  following  infcription,  by  his  fon  the 
Reverend  Jofeph  Holden  Pott,  A.  M.  Arch- 
deacon of  St.  Alban’s,  &c„ 
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In  Memory 

Of  PERCIVALL  POTT,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

Surgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  during  Forty-two  Years, 
Who  departed  this  Life,  December  226,  1788,  aged  75. 

He  was 

Singularly  eminent  in  his  Profeflion, 

To  which  he  added  many  new  Refources,  and  which  he  illuftrated 

With  matchlefs  Writings. 

Let  Pofterity  revolve  the  Sum  of  his  Experience, 

That  the  World  may  Hill  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  his 
Succefsful  Practice. 

He  honoured  the  colledtive  Wifdom  of  paft  Ages  : 

The  Labours  of  the  Ancients  were  familiar  to  him  : 

He  fcorned  to  teach  a Science  of  which  he  had  not  traced  the  growth  5 
He  rofe,  therefore,  from  the  Form  to  the  Chair. 

Learn,  Reader,  that  the  painful  Scholar  can  alone  become 

The  Faithful  Teacher. 

But  his  Studies  had  a double  Iffue  : 

Whilft  he  gathered  the  Knowledge  of  his  Predecefibrs, 

He  perceived  their  Errors,  and  corrected  them  j 
He  difcovered  their  Defe6ts,  and  fupplied  them. 

Original  in  Genius,  prompt  in  Judgment,  rapid  in  Decifion, 
He  directed  Knowledge  to  its  proper  Ends  $ 

Put  purfued  them  when  the  Aids  of  Information  wrere  exhaufted  j 
The  laft  Steps,  therefore,  and  great  Improvements, 

Were  his  own. 

/ His  Integrity  is  before  his  Judge  j 

Without  it,  his  Skill  might  have  profited  Mankind, 

But  could  have  claimed  no  Record  within  thefe  Walls, 

His  private  Virtues, 

His  fignal  Tendernefs  to  his  Family, 

Completed  an  Example, 

Amiable,  Ufeful,  Great. 


The 


( xxxix  ) 


The  genius  of  Mr.  Pott,  however 
affifted  by  art,  was  certainly  of  the  firft  order 
by  nature,  as  appears  by  the  variety  and  per- 
fection of  his  attainments.  He  was  the  mod: 
eminent  of  his  time  as  a writer,  as  a teacher, 

and  as  a practitioner  in  furgery ; and  his  me- 

\ 

rits  in  each  of  thefe  characters  were  moft 
extenlive.  Poffeffed  with  an  enthufiaftic  love 
of  excelling,  without  which  genius  is  inert, 
he  was  not  contented  with  any  kind  of  medio- 
crity in  himfelf. 

As  an  author,  his  language  is  correCt, 
ftrong,  and  animated.  There  are  few  in- 
ftances,  if  any,  of  fuch  claffical  elegance, 
united  with  fo  much  profound  fcientifical 
acutenefs.  In  his  furgical  inquiries  he  ftu- 
dioufly  avoided  reference  to  obfeure  and  ge- 
neral 
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ncral  principles  ; he  preferred  reafoning  by 
analogy  and  induction  from  eftablifhed  fadts ; 
a method  certainly  more  fafe  and  more  ac- 
commodated to  the  prefen t ftate  of  phyfiolo- 
gical  knowledge.  He  introduces  anatomy 
and  phyfiology,  whenever  it  is  neceffary,  to 
illuftrate  and  diftinguifh  difeafes ; but  never 
confufes  his  reader  with  uncertain  hypothefes 
in  pathology  founded  on  phyliological  prin- 
ciples. He  was  of  opinion,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Newton,  that  hypothefis  has  no 
place  in  any  phyfical  fcience.  To  place  the 
difeafe  in  a diftindt  point  of  view  ; to  demon- 
ftrate  wherein  it  confifted,  and  the  changes 
which  muft  be  effected  to  remove  it ; to  point 
out  the  remedies  which  would  moft  fafely 
and  certainly  produce  thofe  changes,  were 
the  objedts  to  which  he  diredted  his  whole 
attention.  His  remedies  always  ftrongly 
marked  his  intention  ; they  were  decided  and 
confiftent ; and  he  was  the  principal  author 
of  that  fimplicity  which  diftinguifhes  the  pre- 

fent  pradtice  from  that  of  our  anceftors.  With 
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thefe  views  he  applied  himfelf  to  every  part 
of  the  furgical  art,  and  improved  both  the 
pathology  and  cure  of  many  difeafes.  His 
treatment  of  fiftulous  fores,  and  his  hiftory 
and  cure  of  the  caries  of  the  corpora  verte- 
brarum,  were  perhaps  his  greateft  works; 
but  his  improvements,  as  we  have  feen,  ex- 
tended to  many  other  fubjedts  ; and  his  re- 
fearches  introduced  fuch  novelties  in  the  prac- 
tice of  furgery,  that  his  life  muft  ever  be 
confidered  as  a great  epoch  in  the  hiftory  of 
that  art. 

As  a teacher,  he  had  acquired  the  faculty  of 
fpeaking  readily,  with  great  point  and  energy, 
of  delivering  the  moft  prolix  and  intricate 
fentences  with  incredible  perfpicuity  and  cor- 
redtnefs,  and  of  enforcing  what  he  faid  with 
a moft  harmonious  and  expreflive  elocution. 
He  allowed  no  excufe  for  defedts  in  himfelf ; 
he  always  avowed  that  excellent  maxim, 
“ Cui  ledta  pot  enter  erit  res,  nec  facundia 
“ deferet  hunc,  nec  lucidus  ordo.” 

k 

As  a practitioner  in  furgery,  we  mud 
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apply  to  him  all  the  effential  qualifications, 
found  judgment,  cool  determination,  and 
great  manual  dexterity.  He  had  feen  much 
of  practice,  and  what  he  had  feen  he  had  di- 
gefted,  by  reading,  writing,  and  ledturing 
on  thofe  fubjedts. 

In  the  tranfadtion  of  bufinefs  there  was  a 
freedom  and  opennefs  in  his  manner,  which 
evidently  arofe  from  a confcioufhefs  that  the 
opinion  which  he  delivered  was  founded  on 
experience.  In  every  inftance  he  fhunned  af- 
fedtation  and  Angularity ; and  his  condudt  in 
all  fituations  was  an  appeal  to  the  good  fenfe 
of  mankind.  Thus  he  acquired  the  univerfal 
confidence  of  the  profeffion ; and,  without 
any  accidental  or  external  help,  he  raifed 
himfelf  to  the  greatefi:  dignity  which  man  can 
attain, — -the  firffc  rank  in  a liberal  profeffion. 


Domestic  virtues  make  no  great  figure  in 

hiftory;  yet  the  domeftic  virtues  of  difiin- 
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guifhed  men  fhould  not  be  forgotten,  becaufe 
they  promote  the  caufeof  virtue ; befides,  great 
and  amiable  qualities  refledl  luftre  on  each  other# 
The  ambition,  the  induftry,  and  enterprife  of 
Mr.  Pott,  did  at  no  time  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  a hufband  and  a father : though  his 
ready  wit  and  brilliant  converfation,  abounding 
with  interefting  anecdotes  of  his  own  obferv- 
ation,  and  with  happy  quotations  from  mo- 
dern and  ancient  authors,  rendered  him  a 
confpicuous  character  in  all  parties,  he  was 
mod:  happy,  and  not  lefs  to  be  admired  in  the 
circle  of  his  family.  In  their  fociety  he  fpent 
much  the  greater  part  of  his  leifure  hours, 
and  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  the  object  of 
the  utmoft  affection  and  veneration  to  a 
numerous  offspring  of  children  and  grand- 
children. 

The  perfon  of  Mr.  Pott  was  elegant, 
though  lower  than  the  middle  fize ; his  coun- 
tenance animated  and  expreffive;  his  manners 
and  deportment  were  graceful ; and  his  re- 
markable 
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markable  vigour  and  activity  feemed  una- 
bated by  age. 

The  labours  of  the  greateft  part  of  his  life 
were  without  relaxation ; an  increafing  fa- 
mily required  his  utmoft  exertion : of  late 
years  he  had  a villa  at  Neafden ; and  in  the 
autumn  ufually  palled  a*  month  at  Bath,  or 
at  the  fea  fide.  Thus,  though  he  gathered, 
as  he  expreffed  it,  fome  of  the  fruit  of  the 
garden  which  he  had  planted  as  he  went 
along,  and  always  lived  in  a generous  and 
hofpitable  manner,  at  the  fame  time  bellowing 
on  four  fons  and  four  daughters  a liberal  and 
neceffarily  expenlive  education,  and  applying 
larse  fums  to  their  eftablilhment  during:  his 

o o 

life-time,  he  left  an  ample  provilion  for  them 
at  his  deceafe.  Among  his  papers  was  found, 
what  he  had  often  mentioned,  a fmall  box, 
containing  a few  pieces  of  money*,  being  the 
whole  which  he  ever  received  from  the  wreck 
of  his  father’s  fortune.  With  this  was  de- 
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pofited  an  exadt  account  of  every  individual 
fee  which  a long  life  of  bufinefs  had  pro- 
duced— abundant  evidence  of  well-fpent  time, 
and  the  induftrious  application  of  abilities,  to 
which  the  res  angujia  domi , at  the  commence- 
ment, probably  a died  more  powerfully  as  an 
incentive  than  as  an  obftacle. 

J.  E. 

Han  OVER- SQUARE* 

March  to,  1790, 
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